Eighth Grade English Language Arts
Mrs. Peterson

                    cpeterson@chireno.esc7.net


School: 362-2132

Please keep this syllabus in your notebook throughout the year for a quick reference to expectations, policies, and procedures.

Course Objective: To acquire all knowledge and skills from the objectives as outlined by the 7th grade English Language Arts Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.

Supplies:

· #2 Pencils

· Blue/black ink pens

· 2 inch binder with plastic cover

· 5 tab dividers    (1-Daily Work; 2-Tests; 3-Quizzes; 4-Essays; 5-TAKS Practice)

· 100 sheet , 1 subject imperforated spiral notebook

· Wide-ruled loose leaf notebook paper

· Grading/edit pens (any legible color), optional

Grading: Grading will be determined from a combination of any of the following:
Required assigned class work/homework

Quizzes (vocabulary, spelling, grammar, chapters from assigned texts, TAKS practice) and Projects

Class participation
Essays
Tests

Tutorials: I will stay until 5:00 pm on MONDAY for tutorials during the first semester. For other times and during the second semester, please feel free to make an appointment. All other days I will be on campus from 7:00am-3:30 (sometimes a little later). 

Lecture/Class Discussion Etiquette: BE RESPECTFUL. Raise your hand to speak. Do NOT interrupt the speaker, unless you want others to interrupt you. Do NOT be shy.
Sponges: ALL STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE for writing down and completing all daily Sponge activities. Sponges consist of 2 incorrectly written sentences or a paragraph. Students receive class participation points for volunteering to correct Sponge items. At the end of each week, students get class participation points for having all 5 days of completed Sponge activities in their spiral notebook.

Corrections: All written work that receives a grade of 69 or below may be corrected. The student must write out all the questions/statements with the correct answer. Staple the corrections to the front of the failed assignment. Please remember to place a proper heading and title for the corrections. An example of such a title is: Corrections: Ch. 4 Test or Corrections: Lesson 14, Spelling.  Policies #1-7 should still be followed. I will post the final deadline for these corrections on the board and on the weekly agendas. Because corrections are accepted any time during the 6 weeks, there will be NO EXCEPTIONS for receiving corrections past the deadline. 

Extra Credit: Periodically I provide extra credit opportunities. Since I provide correction opportunities, I have a hard time giving extra credit the last week of a grading period to individuals who are failing the class. I will post any extra credit opportunities in the weekly agendas.

Extra Credit Restroom Pass: I will give each student ONE restroom pass each six weeks. After it is used up, you will not be allowed to go. Use it wisely. A remaining restroom pass will count as ONE bonus point to the six weeks grade. On the other hand, I will make exceptions for emergencies, which should not occur every often to the same student. Four minutes are allotted between classes to take a restroom break, get a drink of water, and do whatever else you need to do between classes. Please learn your schedule soon and make your bodily adjustments as necessary so that you don’t miss anything during class. For medical issues, please provide a parent or doctor note at the beginning of class. All situations are completely confidential.
Policies and Procedures: The following is a list of policies and procedures for this class. 
1. #2 Pencils, Pens (blue/black ink) only may be used on written assignments.

2. Headings should be 3 lines (1-First AND Last Name, 2- Subject AND Class, 3-Date) and placed at the top RIGHT hand side of the page.  

3. Titles of assignments written on loose leaf notebook (tattered edges will NOT be accepted) should be centered on the top blue line. Examples of helpful titles are p. 124, Part B or The Call of the Wild Ch. 2 Quiz.

4. Assignments with no name and/or heading will result in a 10 point grade deduction.

5. Assignments without a title will result in a 10 point grade deduction.

6. Assignments written in anything other than a #2 pencil, blue/black ink pen will result in a 10 point grade deduction.

7. Assignments that are ONE day late only will be accepted with a 30 point grade deduction.

8. When beginning a written assignment, write the title on the tope blue line, skip the second line, and then begin the assignment on the third blue line. Please do NOT write in front of the LEFT pink margin. 

9. Students who arrive on the carpet, not in the hallway, WHEN the tardy bell rings will NOT be considered TARDY. If any student needs to go to the restroom, please obtain the purple hall pass before leaving the classroom to avoid being counted TARDY. The door is closed AND locked after the tardy bell rings for safety and security reasons.

10. Late students will only be permitted into the classroom with an admit slip or announcement from the office. Please see the handbook for more details.

11. Students who were absent should also obtain an admit slip from the office.

12. IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to turn in any homework.  Please do not fold papers more than once; I have folders, for students who need one. After that, write down the Sponge Activity for the day.

13. IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to obtain weekly agendas. They are available in the bookcase in the back of the classroom and labeled by grade.
14. During tests and quizzes, NO talking is allowed. If I hear talking I will assume the student is cheating, which will result in a grade of 0 on the assignment, with no opportunity to retake or correct. Please see the school handbook for more details.

15. After a student is finished with any written assignment, he/she made read on his/her own, write notes to a classmate who is also finished or work on other work, unless otherwise instructed.

16. While watching videos please remain in your chairs, pay attention, and take notes (as instructed). Please do not talk or pass notes.

17. During Sustained Silent Reading Time, students may sit anywhere in the classroom, except on the desks/tables. NO talking is allowed. Please do not work on other assignments, disturb others, or ask to leave during this time.
18. No grooming (hair, make-up, etc.) is allowed in class. Please take care of these things before you arrive to class.

19. BE A GOOD CITIZEN. Please clean your area and push your chair under the desk/table at the end of class everyday; leave your place ready for the next student.

20. Please do not answer the door or a page without permission.

21. Please address the teacher by her name if you would like to be addressed by yours.

Policies and Procedures:   EXCUSED/UNEXCUSED and SCHOOL-RELATED ABSENCES

*Please review the handbook for more details about make-up work and absence explanations.

1. Students have ONE WEEK FROM TIME OF RETURN to make up any Tests/Quizzes. After the week, the teacher will assume the student is not interested, and will receive a 0.
2. Students may make arrangements to take the Test/Quiz outside of class before the absence.
3. Students who were present for the assignment should be prepared to turn it in when he/she returns.

4. Students who are absent the DAY BEFORE A TEST will receive ONE day to obtain any review guides, notes, etc. to prepare for the test. Policy #1 will take effect the following school day.

5. IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to obtain any and all make-up work. This can be done by reviewing the weekly agenda.

6. When turning in make-up work, clearly mark the assignment with the date originally due and that it is late due to absence. This can be done ACROSS the heading on the LEFT side of the page. Otherwise, I will assume it is late work and count off or not count it at all.
Student Oath:


I have read and understood this syllabus. I promise to follow all the rules of this classroom, campus, and district as they are stated in this syllabus and in the handbook.


I further understand that I am responsible for and acceptable to the consequences of my actions in the event that I fail to follow these rules.

____________________________  
____________________________
___ 
_______________

Name Printed


         
 Signature



Date

Parent Oath:


As a parent, I have also read the attached syllabus. I understand that my child is responsible for meeting all assigned deadlines. I also understand that my child’s grade will reflect this responsibility.


I reserve the opportunity to discuss my child’s progress at Mrs. Peterson’s conference time or before/after school with a 24 hour advance notice.


I have an email address where I may be reached regularly for any reason concerning my student or any class related announcements. The address is __________________________________________.

____________________________  
____________________________
___ 
_______________

Name Printed


         
 Signature



Date

